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OWA LIBRARY COMMISSION. 


OBJECT: To aid in the establishment and develop- 
ment of free and other public libraries in the State of 
Towa. 





MEMBERS Ex Officiis. 
Jounson BRIGHAM,State Librarian, President. 
GrorGeE E. MACLEAN, President of the State 
"University. 
Joun F. Riaas, State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction. 
MEMBERS BY APPOINTMENT. 
Mes. Horace M. Towner, Corning. © 
Mrs, Davip W. Norris, Grinnell. 
Mare. Henry J. Howe, Marshalltown. 
Carr. W. H. Jonnston, Fort Dodge. 





United States Documents 
and the Small Library. 


The Superintendent of Documents, 
Mr. William L. Post, is making an earn- 
est effort to co-operate with librarians 
in making the United States Government 
Publications of real use. He has estab- 
lished a Clearing House for these pub- 
lieations, offering the opportunity to 
every library to return to him at Wash- 
ington surplus documents, thus reliev- 
ing ‘‘libraries of all undesired public 
documents which misguided generosity 
on the part of their ‘Congressional 
friends may have imposed on them.’’ 
On the other hand, out of the immense 
accumulation of documents now on hand 


- in Washington he offers free to the li- 


braries many valuable publications that 





may be selected from ‘‘F ree List No. 1,’’ 
a pamphlet recently sent by him to all 
our libraries entitled ‘‘U. S. Public 
Documents Now Offered Free to Li- 
braries.’’ ‘‘Cireular No. 18’’ was sent 
to each library at the same time, being 
a list of questions to be filled out care- 
fully and returned to the Superintend- 
ent before returning or receiving any 
publications. Careful directions are 
given as to the use of ‘‘Library Wants’’ 
which is the blank form furnished for 
ordering publications from ‘‘Free List 
No. 1.”’ 

Iowa librarians are urged not to neg- 
lect this important matter, as this af- 
fords an opportunity which will not 
likely soon come again for securing val- 
uable material, selected by herself, and 
also of returning United States publica- 
tions which are useless to the library. 
Look up the pamphlet and circulars 
which have been sent you and attend 
to the matter at once. If by carelessness 
or accident they have found their way 
into the waste basket, write to Superin- 
tendent of Documents, Washington, D. 
C., at once for them. A small pamphlet 
full of useful information entitled ‘‘The 
Superintendent of Documents and the 
Organized Libraries’’ was also sent to 
all our libraries. Read it. 

Libraries which are ‘‘designated de- 
positories’’ receiving all the publications 
issued in the Congressional series or 
‘sheep set,’’ with catalogs and indexes 
provided, can make the material rea- 
sonably accessible. But the small libra- 





ries, receiving the ‘‘odds and ends’’ sent 
occasionally and spasmodically by con- 
gressman or senator have suffered great 
inconvenience. The smaller libraries 
should especially take advantage of this 
offer and secure some publications, not 
heretofore on their shelves, that are 
listed in ‘‘Free List No. 1,’’ and also 
dispose of documents, many of them 
duplicated, for which they will never 
have use. Such publications as_ the 
Nautical Almanae are superflous in most 
Iowa libraries, and a set of the ‘‘ Official 
Gazette,’’ with specifications and draw- 
ings, issued by the Patent Office, seems 
searcely a necessity in a small library. 
Many similar incongruities could be men- 
tioned and now is the time to remedy 
them. 





Iowa Library Association, 
Council Bluffs Meeting. 


The Eighteenth annual meeting of the 
Iowa Library association convened in the 
audience room of the Council Bluffs pub- 


lic library Tuesday afternoon, October 
8th. 

The meeting was called to order by the 
president, Miss Ella MeLoney of Des 
Moines. The address of welcome was 
given by Mr. John M. Galvin, president 
of the Council Bluffs library board, who, 
in an eloquent talk made the delegates 
welcome to the city and gave interesting 
reminiscences of Council Bluffs and vi- 
einity. Mr. M. F. Rohrer, library trus- 
tee and ex-president of the Council 
Bluffs library board also welcomed the 
association and gave some practical ad- 
vice to library workers. After respond- 
ing to the address of welcome the presi- 
dent gave her annual address, which 
took the form of practical suggestions 
and recommendations. Miss MeLoney 
recommended that Des Moines be made 
the permanent place of meeting of the 
organization. The president also urged 
the building up of a membership among 
libraries as institutions as well as among 
librarians and trustees, and advised 
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members and libraries to join the 
ican Library association so that 
may receive all the reports and publi. 
cations of the society. In order that 
the plan of having district meetings may 
be tried to better advantage, the pre a 
dent urged that the state be divided i 
smaller districts, eight being in her cri 
ion an advisable number. 

In the absence of Miss Duren, chain 
man of the North-East district, Miss 
Wood was called on to report the meet. 
ing held in Mason City. Mrs. Loomig” 
of Cedar Rapids gave a report of the 
meeting from a trustee’s standpoint, 
Miss Wheelock, chairman of the South. 
East district, gave a report of the distriet 
meeting held in Iowa City. Mrs. 
of the South-West district reported that 
owing to the fact that the annual meet 
ing was to be held in Council Bluffs, it 
did not seem advisable to hold a distriet 
meeting in this part of the state. After 
general discussion of the subject Mr 
Douglass moved that the reports be ae 
cepted and placed on file and that the 
work of arranging for the district meet. 
ings for the coming year be left with the 
discretion of the incoming board. Mo- 
tion carried. 

The minutes of the board meetings 
held during the past year were read and 
approved. The report of the treasurer, 
Miss Kate Thompson of Nevada, was ae- 
cepted and placed on file. 

The annual report of the Library 
Commission was given by the secretary, 
Miss Tyler. She spoke of the new and 
commodious quarters now occupied by 
the commission in the Historical build- 
ing. She gave a full report of the prog- 
ress of library work over the state and 
of changes in library positions. Miss 
Tyler urged the librarians to interest 
the country people in their libraries and 
impress upon them the fact that the 
books are available for their use as well 
as for the city people, under the provi 
sions of the library law relating to town- 
ships, amended by the last General As — 
sembly. Senator C. J. A. Ericson of 
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Boone, chairman of the Legislative com- 
mittee, reported the library legislation 
of the Thirty-second General Assembly. 
The law was so amended as to allow 
townships to levy a tax not to exceed one 
mill, this tax to secure the free circula- 
tion of books from the city library in the 
townships voting the tax. Senator Eric- 
gon also reported a law passed which will 
it library boards and local historical 
societies to work together in the expendi- 
ture of public funds for the establish- 
ment and care of historical collections. 
Miss Tyler, chairman of a committee 
appointed for the purpose presented the 
following resolution : 


Whereas, at the Southeast district library 
meeting held at Iowa City July 17th, the 
discussion of the non-attendance of library 
trustees at board meetings led to the adop- 
tion of a resolution that a committee be 
appointed to present recommendations to 
this meeting of the Iowa Library Associa- 
tion, therefore: This committee recommends 
that the legislative committee be instructed 
to consider an amendment to the code pro- 
viding that absence from regular library 
board meetings for three consecutive meet- 
ings without excuse shall create a vacancy, 
and that the legislative committee report 
to the next annual meeting of this associa- 
tion. Signed by Alice S. Tyler, G. M. Ti- 
tus, F. F. Dawley, committee. 


A motion prevailed to refer the matter 
to the legislation committee. 

The following amendment to the con- 
stitution to be acted upon at the next ses- 
sion was presented by Miss Tyler. The 
constitution shall be amended by creat- 
ing a section to be known as Section 3, 
which shall read: ‘‘The officers of this 
association shall consist of a president, 
first vice-president, second vice-presi- 
dent, secretary, treasurer, and _ reg- 
istrar.”’ That Section 3 shall be so 
amended that in line 2 the word ‘‘first’’ 
be inserted before the word ‘‘vice presi- 
dent”’; in line 9 by striking out the word 
“and,’’ after the word ‘‘president’’; 
making the word ‘‘vice-president’’ read 
“viee-presidents,’’ and adding imme- 
diately the words ‘‘and registrar.’’ Seec- 
tion 3 shall become Section 4 and those 
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following taking the numbers in their or- 
der. Also an amendment to the by-laws as 
follows: Section 3 to be amended by 
dropping the first four words in the first 
line and inserting in place thereof the 
words ‘‘not later than the second ses- 
sion.’’ The second line by striking out 
the word ‘‘session’’ and inserting the 
word ‘‘meeting.’’ Mr. Douglass moved 
the adoption of the amendment to the 
by-laws. Motion carried. Meeting ad- 
journed. 


A brilliant reception was given the 
members of the Iowa and Nebraska Li. 
brary associations Tuesday evening in 
the Lenninger Art Gallery in Omaha, on 
invitation of Mr. F. L. Haller, president 
of the Nebraska Library Commission. 
Mr. Haller received the guests in com- 
pany with Mr. G. H. Thomas of McCook, 
president of the Nebraska Library asso- 
ciation, and Miss Ella McLoney of Des 
Moines, president of the Iowa Library 
association. 


Wednesday morning the first joint 
meeting of the Nebraska and Iowa Li- 
brary associations was held in the audi- 
ence room of the Omaha public library. 

The president of the Nebraska asso- 
ciation, Mr. G. H. Thomas, presided. 
The libraries of Washington, D. C., was 
the subject of a very interesting paper 
by Dr. J. K. Jewett, librarian of the 
University of Nebraska. He said in part: 
‘*Washington is one of the three great 
library centers of America. Its united 
library resources surpass those of any 
other American city save New York and 
Boston. In considering the libraries of 
Washington I have chosen to exclude the 
Library of Congress and the public li- 
brary, the former because it would re- 
quire an entire paper for adequate treat- 
ment and the latter because it is to all 
intents and purposes an ordinary public 
library, although supported at national 
rather than municipal expense. The best 
administered government libraries in the 
group we are considering are those of the 
department of agriculture and the geo- 
logical survey. Both are thoroughly or- 





ganized and conducted on a sound busi- 
ness basis. 

**In each case the head of the library 
is competent and the subordinates fa- 
miliar with their duties, because entrance 
to the service of the library is open only 
to those who have passed a civil serv- 
ice examination in library economy. The 
bureau of education has a library of 
about eighty thousand volumes which is 
very complete in its field. Reference 
questions are constantly received by 
mail and answered carefully. A card in- 
dex is kept of all articles pertaining to 
educational matters which appear in cur- 
rent periodicals. The patent office con- 
tains a collection of upwards of 80,000 
volumes of technical literature which 
has probably no equal save that in the 
John Crerar library of Chicago. The 
weather bureau has a library of about 
30,000 volumes which is the largest col- 
lection of books on meteorology in the 
world. The Columbus Memorial Library 
in the bureau of American Republics is 
a unique collection. It contains the 


most complete collection of works on the 


Latin-American republics. The library 
of the Surgeon General’s office is located 
in the Army Medical Museum building. 
It is not, as often stated, the largest 
medical collection .in the world, but 
ranks third in size.’’ 


Mr. A. E. Bostwick of the New York 
public library and president of the 
American Library association was 
scheduled ito talk on ‘“‘Book Buying 
Problems.’’ When introduced he pro- 
tested, saying he did not see why he 
should always be expected to talk about 
buying books simply because he had at 
one time been chairman of the book buy- 
ing committee. Mr. Bostwick stated that 
since he had been promoted to the office 
of president of the American Library as- 
sociation he intended to talk of the ad- 
vantages of that. association. The sub- 
ject of his address was ‘‘Library Asso- 
ciations in General, and the A. L. A. in 
Particular.’’ At the close of his address 
Mr. Bostwick was freely questioned on 


the subject of book buying. One queg | 
tion: ‘‘How far may we depend up 
book reviews in buying books?’’ 

at all,’’ was the emphatic reply. Mr, 
Bostwick stated that he considered 
signed book reviews absolutely value 
in estimating the value of a book. The 
Dial’’ was cited as a_ periodical . 
which the book. reviews were not 
signed by the writer, but in which a 
estimate of a book was generally given 
Mr. Bostwick heartily endorsed thj 
magazine but still contended that new 
paper reviews are valueless. After the 
discussion which followed Miss Me 


‘ Loney, president of the lowa Library ag 


sociation, announced the following com. 
mittees : ‘ 


On Nominations—Mr. M. H. Douglas of 
Grinnell, Mr. W. P. Payne of Nevada, Mrg 
Rosa Oberholtzer of Sioux City. 

On Resolutions—Miss Lillian B. Arnolg 
of Dubuque, Capt. W. H. Johnston of Fort 
Dodge, Mr. N. R. Parvin of Cedar Rapj 

On Legislation—Mr. M. G. Wyer of lows 
City, Sen. C. J. A. Ericson of Boone, Migs 
Rose of Davenport. 

On Necrology—Mr. Johnson Brigham of 
Des Moines, Miss Harriet Wood of Cedar 
Rapids, Mrs. Chapin of Mason City. 


This concluded the morning program 
and a sight-seeing trip was made about 
Omaha, a courtesy of the Omaha Com 
mercial club. A delightful luncheon was 
given in the beautiful new building of 
the South Omaha public library after 
which the afternoon session was held in 
the spacious auditorium of this building, 


‘opening with a paper by Mrs. O. J. Wort 


man of South Bend, Neb., who took for 
her topics, ‘‘Books among farmers.” 
‘‘The farmer of today,’’ said Mrs. Wert 
man, ‘‘prides himself on his knowledge 
of current events as well as history. He 
sends his children to the high school and 
often to the university. He may not read 
the latest novel himself but he buys 
many of them for his wife and childrea 
to read and manages to keep in sight of 
the procession.’’ 

While much of this change can be at 
tributed to the rural mail route with its 
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delivery of the daily papers, still more 
must be credited to the books which are 
now so large a part of the farmer’s 
reading. In continuation of Mrs. Wort- 
man’s theme, E. W. Hunt of Syracuse, 
Neb., at one time a member of the fac- 
alty of the Nebraska State University, 
but who declared that he was proud he 
was now a farmer, told something of the 
tribulations of the’ farmer. 

The paper of Mr. Purd B. Wright, li- 
prarian of the St. Joseph public library, 
Missouri, and president of the Missouri 
Library commission, was an earnest plea 
for a broader recognition of the need of 
the mechanic or trade worker by the pub- 
lie library. After referring to the nat- 
ural growth of libraries along cultural 
lines as being along the line of least re- 
sistance, he showed the need of aiding the 
shop trained mechanie and the truly 
wonderful result which might be ob- 
tained with the right sort of work, both 
in an increased earning power and a 
broader and saner citizenship for those 
helped. 

Late in the afternoon the auditorium 
was filled to its utmost capacity by the 
presence of teachers from the Omaha 
and South Omaha schools who were 
eager to hear Miss Edna Lyman of Oak 
Park, Ill., give her address on ‘‘The Lis- 
tening Child.’’ Miss Lyman had charge 
of the children’s room of the Oak Park 
library for several years and those who 
have been so fortunate as to hear her, un- 
derstand the value of the service she 
must have rendered that institution. Miss 
lyman is now devoting her entire time 
to lectures and story telling. She opened 
her talk with a quotation from Henry 
Van Dyke, ‘‘In every life worth writing 
about there is a ruling passion, the very 
pulse of the machine. Unless you touch 
that you are groping around outside of 
reality.’ He might well have said, ‘‘In 
every work worth thinking about, worth 
doing, there is a ruling passion the very 
pulse of the machine.’’ It is the ruling 
passion back of the work of story telling 
which we wish to consider. No work is 
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great beyond the greatness of its aim. 
No child lives a life beyond the limits of 
his ideal. The library and the school are 
both responsible for his ideal. Miss Ly- 
man concluded her address with two 
charmingly told stories. 

The college and reference section held 
a round table in the office of the Omaha 
public library previous to the evening 
session. At eight o’clock the stereopti- 
con lecture was given in the auditorium 
by E. P. Fitch of Council Bluffs and 
C. W. Martin of Omaha. The subject of 
the lecture was ‘‘Spain Yesterday and 
Today’’ and the address was enjoyed 
by a large, enthusiastic audience. 


The second joint session of the Iowa- 
Nebraska associations was held in the 
Council Bluffs public library on Thurs- 
day. Miss Ella MecLoney, president of 
the Iowa Library association, presided. 
The morning session opened with a pa- 
per by Miss Alice Marple, reference 

Pibrarian in Des Moines public library 
on the reference use of public docu- 
’ ments. ‘‘Public documents when closely 
catalogued so that their contents are 
available are a valuable adjunct to 
any library,’’said the speaker, ‘‘ but when 
standing in a neat row on the library 
shelves, they serve only to take up room 
that might be used to a better advan- 
tage. Documents to be used must be 
known and I know of no better way to 
become acquainted with them than by 
analyzing them. After a time they be- 
come old friends, and you have a very 
good idea of what you may expect to find 
in them. Josiah Strong in his ‘‘Social 
Progress’’ has compiled statistics from 
such books as the United States Sum- 
mary of Commerce and Finance. The 
reference librarian who is able to use 
these statistics at first hand will find her- 
self ready to answer many of the per- 
plexing questions that come to her desk.’’ 
Much of the paper was devoted to a de- 
scription of the different public doeu- 
ments. Among these especially mentioned 
as being valuable to the general public 
were a number of bulletins out of the 





296 issued by the fifteen bureaus under 
the secretary of agriculture. Note was 
also made of the agricultural Year Book, 
the farmers’ bulletins, bulletins of the 
bureaus of animal industry, chemistry, 
forestry, plant industry, experiment sta- 
tion records, etc. Miss Marple’s paper 
was discussed by Miss Margaret O’Brien 
of the Omaha public library and others. 

Miss M. E. Ahern, Editor ‘‘ Public Li- 
braries,’’ Chicago, followed with a force- 
ful paper on ‘‘Some Demands of Libra- 
rianship.’’ The author emphasized the 
importance of such knowledge of library 
technique that the machinery of the li- 
brary might be kept in perfect order, re- 
lieving the administration as far as pos- 
sible of care in regard to routine. A 
sense of the eternal fitness of things was 
also insisted upon, so that too large a 
share of attention should not be given in 
putting the machinery in order. There 


must be a realization of the fact, Miss 
Ahern said, that the mechanics of the 
system are for the purpose of serving 
satisfactorily and promptly, the wishes 


of the users of the library. There must 
be a wide knowledge of books on the 
part of the successful librarian in order 
that the right book may reach the right 
person at the right time. ‘‘Reading the 
best books is one of the most important 
things necessary to those in the pursuit 
of happiness. ’”’ 

One of the most interesting papers of 
the morning was read by Miss Harriet A. 
Wood, librarian of the Cedar Rapids 
public library. She took for her subject, 
**The Book Side of Things.’’ Miss Wood 
emphasized the duty of the librarian in 
stimulating intellectual curiosity, and in 
furnishing the means of satisfying it. ‘‘I 
take it that it is our duty as librarians 
so to study the desires of those whom 
we serve that they will find happiness on 
a higher and higher plane, that they will 
demand better and. better books.’’ 

The Association was fortunate in hav- 
ing in attendance President MacLean of 
the State university; also Capt. W. H. 
Johnston of Fort Dodge, a honored ex- 


president and the honorary president 
the I. L. A. who were called to the p 
form to give greetings to the associati 
and who in their remarks emphasi 
some of the many good points brought 
out in the papers and discussions of the 
morning. a 


At one o’clock the sight seeing trip 
was made about Council Bluffs through 


Fairmount park and Lake Manawa, g 
courtesy of the Council Bluffs library 
board. Returning at 2:30 the afternoon 
session opened with an able address by 
Supt. F. E. Lark of Onawa, president 
of the Iowa Teachers’ association on 


‘‘The Library and the School.’’ He 


urged that library instruction should be 
given in the high schools; great care 
should be used in selecting books. ‘‘Ty 
reading drill for accuracy of thought,” 
Prof. Lark said: ‘‘The men and women 
that we take account of are those who 
read. The school needs the library and 
the library needs the school.’’ 

' Miss Anna V. Jennings, librarian in 
the State Normal school, Kearney, Ne 


braska, followed with a paper on Library - 


Instruction in the Normal School. She 
told of what is being done in the differ. 
ent states along the lines of systematic 
instruction by normal schools in the use 
of libraries and librarianship. She traced 
the demand for this class of instruction 
to the effort of librarians in many pub 
lic libraries. She expressed the belief 
that library work would soon be a re 
quired subject in normal schools. She 
said ‘‘My idea is to make the course as 
practical as possible and of such a na- 
ture that it will not be a burden to over. 
worked teachers.’’ In conclusion the 
speaker outlined the course of instrue- 
tion followed at Kearney with technical 
information, regarding catalogues, card 


indexes, ete., of peculiar interest to 


librarians. Mr. W. N. Clifford, superin- 
tendent of school in Council Bluffs, led 
in the discussion which follewed. 

Miss Ahern made announcement of the 
American Library association meeting 
which is to be held at Lake Minnetonka 
the coming summer, and appealed to the 
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members of the Iowa association to at- 
tend this meeting. After announcements- 
for the succeeding sessions, the meeting 
adjourned. 

In the evening at 6:30 the members 
of the Society of the Iowa Library School 
enjoyed their annual reunion and dinner 
at the Grand Hotel. Mr. M. G. Wyer of 
Jowa City presided as toastmaster. Pres. 
Geo. E. MacLean of the State university, 
Miss Alice Tyler of the Library Com- 
mission and Miss Edith Tobitt public 
librarian at Omaha responded to toasts. 


At 8 o’clock in the beautiful audience 
room of the Council Bluffs public library 
the two associations enjoyed the able and 
inspiring address of Dr. Nathan E. 
Schaeffer, State Supt. of Public In- 
struction of Harrisburg, Pa. on ‘‘The 
School and the Library.”’ 


Another of the social pleasures extend- 
ed to the members of the Iowa and 
Nebraska associations took place in the 
Council Bluffs library at the close of 
the address of Dr. Schaeffer. This was 
a reception in which the. members of the 
board of library trustees, the mayor, city 
officials, and their wives, were the hosts 
and hostesses of this pleasant function. 


The final meeting of the session was 
held Friday morning for the transaction 
of business. The resolution providing 
for an amendment to the constitution 
presented at the first meeting was adopt- 
ed. Reports of committees followed. 
Mr. M. H. Douglass, chairman of the 
committee on nominations reported as 
follows: For President, Mrs. A. J. Bark- 
ley, Boone; for First Vice President, 
Mr. Newton R. Parvin, Cedar Rapids; 
Second Vice President, Miss Susanna H. 
Weare, Sioux City; Secretary, Miss 
Mary Wheelock, Grinnell; Registrar, 
Miss Lorena Webber, Iowa City. Mem- 
ber of Executive Board, Miss Harriet 
Wood, Cedar Rapids. Mrs. MecNider of 
Mason City moved the adoption of the 
report, seconded by Mrs. Howe of Mar- 
shalltown. The report of the committee 
was adopted by unanimous vote and the 


officers recommended were declared 
elected. 

As the treasurer is elected only every 
alternate year Miss Kate E. Thompson 
of Nevada will hold over until 1908. 

Miss Lillian Arnold of Dubuque, chair- 
man, reported for the committee on reso- 
lutions, expressing appreciation of the 
entertainment afforded the association 
by the Omaha Commercial club, the li- 
brary of South Omaha, the board of 
trustees of the Free Public library of 
Council Bluffs, and Mr. F. L. Haller, 
who was host at a reception given Tues- 
day evening at the Lininger Art Gallery 
in Omaha. Report was accepted and 
placed on file, as was also that of the Ne- 
crology committee. 

Capt. W. H. Johnston of Ft. Dodge, the 
chairman of this committee and also hon- 
orary president of the association re- 
ported one death, that of Mrs. Maria F. 
Davenport of Roxbury, Mass., a charter 
member of the I. L. A., and the first 
librarian of the free public library of 
Council Bluffs, who died late in August, 
1907. Captain Johnston spoke of the as- 
sistance given by Mrs. Davenport in 
founding the organization as well as in 
making the first few meetings successful. 

Mr. M. F. Rohrer of Council Bluffs 
upon request gave an interesting account 
of Mrs. Davenport’s connection with the 
free public library there, ‘‘Mrs. Daven- 
port,’’ said Mr. Rohrer, ‘‘was in charge 
of a subscription library here from 1878 
to 1882, at which time the free public li- 
brary, the first established in any city 
of the first class in Iowa, was organized. 
Mrs. Davenport was made librarian and 
continued in that position until her resig- 
nation in December 1894 when she was 
made a trustee and secretary of the 
board, holding these offices until July of 
the following year. 

Mrs. Mary E. Daily, librarian of the 
free public library of Council Bluffs said 
a few words regarding her personal ac- 
quaintance with Mrs. Davenport and of 
the help which the latter had given her 
in library work. 
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Mrs. Loomis, member of the library 


board in Cedar Rapids, extended an invi- . 


tation for the I. L. A., to hold its next 
annual meeting in Cedar Rapids. This 
invitation was enthusiastically received 
by the association and Mr. Johnson Brig- 
ham moved that the Executive board, 
which under the by-law has power to 
select a meeting place, be instructed to 
choose Cedar Rapids. 

The treasurer reported a balance of 
$93 with the expense of the meeting still 
unpaid. 

This finished the work of the session 
and the Eighteenth Annual Meeting of 
the Iowa Library association was ad- 
‘journed. 

FLORA E. S. BARKLEY, 
Secretary. 





The Library School Reunion at 
Council Bluffs. 


The annual reunion of the Library 
School was held on Thursday evening, 
October 10th, at the Grand Hotel, Coun- 
cil Bluffs, the joint meeting of the lowa 
and Nebraska Library associations be- 
ing in session at the time. Twenty for- 
mer students were in attendance, making 
with the members of the Library Com: 
mission and the staff of the Library 
School, a company of just thirty. The 
oceasion of this joint meeting made pos- 
sible the presence of several members 
who are residents of Nebraska, and of 
Miss Tobitt of Omaha P. L., who holds 
a place in our group of lecturers on 
special subjects and who we like to claim 
as an Iowan. 

A separate dining room for our dinner 
added very greatly to the pleasure of the 
occasion. In calling the meeting to or- 
der Mr. Wyer, our president, reminded 
us of some of the delights and divers dif- 
ficulties in the experience of the students 
during the summer school at Iowa City, 
and assured us of improving conditions, 
notably the occupation of their new build- 
ing by the S. U. I. library. President 
MacLean was called upon and responded, 
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as always, with enthusiasm as to our Ly 
brary School and its broadening jp. 
fluence. The literary product of the 
class of 1907, a song written by M ; 
Penrose of the Grinnell P. L., was 4 
by Miss Gibbs, a member of that 4 
For our further entertainment and edi. 
fication Miss McLoney read a very 
parody on Hamlet’s Soliloquy, ‘‘To the 
Cataloger,’’ for which Miss Wilson of 
the Des Moines Public library is rm 
sponsible. Miss Tyler gave greetings to 
the Society, and expressed her gratifieg 
tion because of the presence of the Ne 
braskans at our reunion, Miss Tobitt re 
sponding for the Nebraskans. 

The committee on nominations pre 
sented the following recommendations 
for officers of the Society for the coming 
year, which were adopted by vote of the 
Society :—For President, Miriam E. Car 
ey; Vice-President, Jessie E. McBride; 
Secretary and Treasurer, Mary E 
Wheelock. 

Brief and hurried as these reunions 
must necessarily be, the opportunity for 
renewing friendships and living over for 
a few minutes the delightful weeks spent 
at Iowa City, or exchanging experiences 
in actual work, is making for the sustain. 
ing of interest in the Library School and 
its work, and of the interest of its stu 
dents in their instructors and in each 
other, which is one of the objects of the 
organization. 

MARY E. WHEELOCK, 
Secretary. 





I. S. L. Notes. 


Miss Helen McRaith, of the classes of 
1902-3, for several years the efficient first 
sistant in the Waterloo Public lt 
brary, has been elected to succeed Miss 
Webber as librarian. 

Miss Flora Cutler, ’07, recently an ae 
sistant in the Waterloo Public lit 
brary, has been appointed to a position 
in the children’s department of the New 
York Public Library in Chatham Square 
branch. 
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Miss Amy W. Noll; ’04, formerly as- 
gistant in the Grinnell Public Library, 
and instructor in English and German 
jn the High School at Wheaton, Minn., 
this year, has resigned to accept a po- 
gition in the Waterloo Public Library, 
where she goes January Ist. 





The Library and the Mechanic. 


The paper of Purd B. Wright, libr-a 
rian of the St. Joseph, Mo., public li- 
brary and president of the Missouri 
library commission, was an earnest plea 
for a broader recognition of the needs 
of the mechanic or trade worker by the 
public library. After referring to the 
natural growth of the libraries along 
qultural line and higher education, as 
being along ‘‘the line of least resist- 
ance,’’ he showed the need of aiding 
the shop trained mechanic and the truly 
wonderful results which might be ob- 
tained with the right sort of work, both 
in an increased earning power and a 
broader and saner citizenship for those 
helped. As emphasizing the possible 
favoritism of the few at the expense of 
the many, he quoted a statement that 
“in the United States for one person 
who receives a higher education, or for 
three who receive the education of the 
secondary schools, there are sixty-five 
who receive an elementary education 
only, and that chiefly in the lowest 
grades of the elementary schools.’’ He 
contended further that it was not suf- 
ficient that the library simply purchase 
the proper books and periodicals and 
place them on the tables and shelves, 
but maintained that the library had not 
done its full duty until the classes sought 
to be reached were not only informed 
that these things were in the library, but 
were urged and induced to read them. 
He appealed for lectures for the mechan- 
ie by the side of the story hour for the 
child, and expressed the belief that it 
would prove equally valuable in an edu- 
cational way. A compilation was pre- 
sented, made from the official publica- 
tions of the American Library Associa- 
tion, as proving the statement of lack 


of attention generally to the classes re- 
ferred to, and another as showing the 
earning power of men grouped as un- 
skilled, shop trained, trade school, tech- 
nical school, etc., the first being station- 
ary at $10 per week, while the others 
ranged from $15 in a gradually increas- 
ing scale to $45. In pleading for assist- 
ance for those of the lower groups he 
asked: ‘‘Isn’t it worth while to take 
any one of the lower groups and be a 
rung in the ladder which permits its 
members to ascend to the next higher 
and higher still? Not for the sake of 
the additional money merely, but for 
what it may do for him who earns it, for 
his family, and for the families of the 
future. Surely a library can withstand 
the censure of not having more than 
every other one of the latest popular 
novels,’’ asserted the speaker, ‘‘if it is 
investing the odd dollars in books and 
periodicals that will aid some one in 
adding to his daily earning power; or it 
might not be poor policy to fail to add to 
the six or eight, or possibly dozen or two 
already on the shelves, the newest history 
of any country, but instead to invest its 
cost in mechanical books and letting 
those who would benefit from their use 
know of them. In other words, the con- 
tention is that the library should strive 
as hard to aid the modern manual train- 
ing and trade school idea as it does any 
other department of educational work.’’ 

In conclusion he said: ‘‘If to the 
story hour for children, the illustrated 
lectures on travel and other cultural 
lines, there be added a course of talks 
for shop workers by those who know 
and can meet their needs, the library 
will have at least tried to do its share 
in a movement which is worthy of much 
more serious consideration. It will be 
another wire in the cable with which 
the library workers are endeavoring to. 
tie to the institution they represent the 
mass of young people who leave the 
schools at 14 years or soon after, and 
which the library finds nearly as hard 
to hold as do the schools.’’—Counecil 
Bluffs Nonpareil, report of the I. L. A. 
meeting. 
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Iowa Summer Library School, 1907. 


The seventh session of the Iowa Sum- 
mer Library School was held as usual, 
under the auspices of the Iowa Library 
Commission, as a part of the summer ses- 
sion of the State university of Iowa, at 
Iowa City, during the six weeks from 
June 17th to July 27th. The number of 
students for the regular course was lim- 
ited to 20, according to the rules of the 
school, but three additional students were 
registered for the special course in chil- 
dren’s work. 

Miss Harriet E. Howe, head cataloger 
of the State University of Iowa Library, 
gave the instruction in cataloging, ac- 
cession and shelf list. Miss Irene War- 
ren, librarian of the School of Educa- 
tion in the University of Chicago, was 
the instructor in classification and in 
binding. Miss Edna Lyman, of Oak 
Park, Ill., had charge of the instruction 
in work with children. Miss Webber, 
librarian of the Iowa City Public Li- 
brary, gave the loan work. The lectures 
on administration were given by Miss 
Alice S. Tyler, director of the school, 
and those on reference work and trade 
bibliography by Mr. Malcolm G. Wyer, 
resident director. Special lectures were 
given during the course by Miss Ahern, 
of ‘‘Publie Libraries;’’ Miss Tobitt, of 
the Omaha Public library ; Miss Rose, of 
the Davenport Public library; Miss 
Wood of the Cedar Rapids Public li- 
brary; Mr. M. H. Douglass, of the Grin- 
nell College library; Miss Wheelock, of 
the Grinnell Public library; Dr. Sham- 
baugh, of the State University; Miss 
Carey of the Iowa Institution libraries, 
and by Mrs. Towner and Mrs. Howe, 
members of the Iowa Library Commis- 
sion. 

A valuable feature of the school was 
the opportunity given the students to 
attend the district meeting of the South- 
eastern district of the Iowa Library as- 
sociation, which was held in Iowa City on 
July 16th and 17th. 

Miss Warren also gave a course of 12 
lectures, open to students of the Univer- 
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sity Summer Session, designed to 
the importance of the ‘library to tes 
and to help them in their use of ¢ 
school and the public library as an ai¢ 
their school work. 
The entire school spent one day visit 
ing the libraries in Cedar Rapids, in” 
cluding the Coe College, the Masonic g 
Free public libraries. A very enjoyabk 


luncheon was given the members of thy 


school at the public library by the & 
brary trustees. 

The usual custom was followed of g 
curing a fraternity house, where the gt 
dents could live.together and become 
well acquainted with each other and 
the instructors. The social features g 
the session included a reception at 
home of President and Mrs. M 
a picnic given by the Library Club z 
Iowa City, a launch ride on the rive 
with a picnic supper, at which Mig 
Switzer and Miss Felkner, of the Iowg 
City library board, were hostesses; sey. 
eral afternoon ‘‘at homes’’ by Miss - 
riet E. Howe and her mother, and a 
prise party for Miss Warren at the tn 
ternity house. 


The following is a list of students: 


Basten, Mrs. C. V.; Kearney, Neb. 
Broderick, Louise L.; Mason City, Iowa, 
Bryant, Mrs. Charlotte; Newton, lowall 
*Crouse, Lucile; Fort Madison, Iowa, 
Clark, Carrie B.; Clinton, Iowa. 
*Cutler, Flora S.; Waterloo, Iowa. 
Denny, Eva G.; Washington, Iowa. 
Duncan, Mrs. Laura M.; Albia, Iowa. 
Frank, Mrs. Pauline; Kearney o~ 
Gibbs, Stella O.; Council Bluffs, I 
G ry, Winifred; Waterloo, tool 
Hauk, Grace E.; Peoria, Ill. 
Hicks, Gratia; Monticello, Iowa. ’ 
Houston, Mrs. Mattie C.; Corsicana, Tex 
Hughes, Ruth P.; Freeport, IIl. , 
Jefferson, Sue M.; Iowa City, Iowa. . 
Lillis, Dolores G.; Clinton, Iowa. 

, *McKibbin, Mrs. Florence; Mt. Pleasant, 
owa 
M -Williams, Emma; Fulton, Mo. 
Péhrose, Alma M.; Grinnell, Iowa. 
Taylor, Florence g.; Hopkinton, Iowa. 
Vittum, Bertha; Fa N. D. 
Wood, Mrs. Olive; B dwin, Kan. 


- * For Children’s Course only. 
M. G. W. 
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| | L. A.—Southeastern District 


Meeting. 


, 4 The Southeastern district meeting was 


July 16-17 at Iowa City, where the 
university library and the Public 
furnished excellent attractions, 


: ile the Iowa Summer Library School, 


in session at the university, contrib- 
. largely to the interest of the meet- 
jog through its instructors. The plan of 
the program was quite informal, aiming 
jowards the free discussion of every-day 
an and methods by trustees and 
ans. 


. The first session on Tuesday afternoon, 


the 16th, was held in the children’s room 
@f the Public library, and was opened 
by an inspirational talk by Mrs. H. M. 
Towner of Corning, a member of the Li- 
prary Commission. The Librarians’ 
Round Table followed, with discussions 
gf the topics: Advertising the Library, 
gd Binding and Repairing, led by Miss 
Harriet Howe of the University Library, 
and Miss Irene Warren ofthe School of 
Bducation, Chicago, both instructors in 
the Library School. The roll-call was 
rsponded to by brief reports from the 
libraries represented, after which Miss 
ME. Ahern of Chicago, addressed the 
meeting on ‘‘The Demands of Librarian- 
ahip,”’ suggesting some of the obligations 
md difficulties incident to the profession. 
Asocial hour followed this session, dur- 
ing which frappe was served by the trus- 
tees of the Public library. 


The evening session was held in the 
parlors of the Liberal Arts building of 
the State university, with President Mac- 
lean of the university and also a mem- 
ber of the Library Commission, presid- 
ing. Miss Irene Warren gave the first 
address of the evening on ‘‘ Work with 
the Schools,’’ and showed that there is 
sill much to be done to secure working 
operation between the libraries and 
the schools and colleges. Miss Edna Ly- 
man of Oak Park, Ill., who had charge 
af the Children’s course in the Library 
School, spoke on ‘‘The Place of the. 


171 


Story,’’ and emphasized the importance 
of capable trained librarians in charge of 
the children’s departments in our public 
libraries. At the close of her talk Miss 
Lyman told a story, greatly to the de- 
light of her audience. 

The session on Wednesday morning 
was devoted to the discussion of problems 
of especial interest to trustees, and Mr. 
J. W. Rich, a trustee of the Iowa City 
library, presided. The topics for discus- 
sion were: ‘‘Organization of the Board 
of Trustees,’’ led by Sup’t. C. H. Carson 
of Marengo; ‘‘Apportionment of 
Funds,’’ led by Senator C. M. Titus of 
Muscatine ; ‘‘County Extension,’’ led by 
Mr. 8. K. Stevenson of Iowa City ; ‘‘Care 
of the Library building,’’ led by Mr. M. 
A. Raney of Marengo; ‘‘Book selection 
and book buying,’’ led by. Miss Grace D. 
Rose of Davenport. The discussions were 
spirited and practical, and the interest 
was such that the consideration of the 
last topic was postponed to an extra ses- 
sion held in the afternoon. 

A resolution was presented by Senator 
Titus regarding repeated absence of trus- 
tees from Board meetings, and a commit- 
tee, consisting of Miss Tyler, Senator Ti- 
tus and Mr. Dawley, was appoiated by 
the chair to formulate recommendations 
regarding legislation necessary to create 
vacancies for non-attendance, to be sub- 
mitted to the next meeting of the State 
Association. 

The attendance at this meeting prob- 
ably exceeded one hundred, about ninety 
being enrolled. A large delegation came 
from Cedar Rapids, though the libraries 
of that city are not included in the dis- 
trict. There was small representation 
from the southern part of the district, 
owing largely, perhaps, to the difficulty 
of reaching Iowa City from that section, 
which suggests the advisability of a re- 
arrangement of districts with a view to 
providing for a center for each‘ district 
which is easily accessible by all libraries 
in the district. 

MARY E. WHEELOCK. 
District Chairman. 
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*The Successtul Loan-Desk Assistant. 


(By Theresa Hitchler, Superintendent 
of Cataloging, Brooklyn (N. Y.) 
Library.) 


In the first place I should like to 
change the title here given from ‘‘loan- 
desk assistant’’ to ‘‘loan-desk attend- 
ant,’’ thus putting that most important 
person more on a level with those of high 
er rank, since it is she, after all, on whom 
the success, certainly the popularity, of 
the library in great measure depends. 
.The time is long since past when it 
was considered meet, if it ever really 
was, to permit ‘‘any one’’ to attend the 
desk, in other words the public, and to 
reserve for the more important work of 
the library—the cataloging and clerical 
work, and the reference work in its 
more limited sense of that term—those 
possessed of more learning and knowl- 
edge and ability. The loan-desk at- 
tendant, if she would be successful in 
that ‘‘in the eye of the public’’ posi- 
tion, must first of all be able to see 
and realize its great possibilities and 
responsibilities. 

* * * ~ * ‘ 

Maturity is a qualification I shall place 
first, since to answer to all the other 
requirements I am about to mention; a 
woman must have had experience and 
must consequently have passed the age 
of the high school graduate, whose years 
have been too few to enable her to ab- 
sorb the necessary knowledge, to as- 
similate it and give it forth again. This 
is but too frequently forgotten or not 
taken into account as of sufficient im- 
portance and yet we wonder why affairs 
at the desk do not run as smoothly as 


we will they should. Let us blame our-, 


selves, not the young girl, in this in- 
stance. She may be doing her best, 
even though her best is not good enough 
for our requirements. 
ok ad * * * 

Good health is another of the main 
requisites for the desk attendant, since 
the lack of it brings in its train discour- 





agements, inability to keep up and consi 
quent inability to serve the public with. 


out apparent effort, something which the 


public is sure to resent—and I 

say is entitled to resent in a measure, We 
do not any of us like to go into a stor 
and feel we are adding to the cares ang 
the work of one who seems already bend. 
ing under the heavy strain. Our 
sympathy makes us irritable and crogg 
and sometimes disagreeable, mainly be. 
cause we can’t help it—or her. 

health brings with it the ability ang 
the strength for hard and _ prolonged 
work, without which the willingness to: 
do is of practically little value. Thus 
the value of an otherwise excellent desk 
attendant is materially lessened jf 
owing to the lack of health and st 

she cannot be depended upon at all 
times and at any time, and the higher 
and more responsible the position she 
fills the greater is the loss from ill-health 
and the lack of endurance. 


Intuition becomes an almost invaluable 
asset when possessed by any individual, 
and particularly by the desk attendani, 
It pre-supposes so much. It means 
that the owner of it has the real gift, 
that of much knowledge, knowledge of 
men, of human nature, which no other 
knowledge equals in importance. The 
value of possessing keen intuition, com 
bined with delicacy and tact—to know 
what to say and do and when, and what 
to leave unsaid and undone—cannot be 
overestimated. It is almost a synonym 
for tact (though intuition is pronoun- 
cedly broader and more far reaching in 
its results), that gift accorded to so few, 
that illusive, almost undefinable some- 
thing, so almost impossible to cultivate 
when not God-given, though capable of 
development if the germ be present. It 
is not learning that is needed here, 
learning in the narrow sense of the term, 
which usually means much painfully ae- 
quired book knowledge. On the con- 
trary, the learned desk attendant is 
handicapped from the start. Little in 
formation but much knowledge is what 


* Extracts from a paper printed in Library Journal, December, 1907. 
172 





Fmne oe eowo cae eo 


NS OY: ae ae ee ae 


Ss 


Be ee te OI I Tae Oe em Oe ia 


oe er, ee ie. Te TNS ae ev. 


js wanted. Information is full of traps, 
as I read somewhere recently, but 
knowledge avoids them; it reads men. 


The desk attendant more than any 
other worker in the library field, more 
so even than the so-called reference as- 
sistant (for is not the desk attendant 
doing reference work on the largest, 
broadest scale?) must be a ‘‘snapper-up 
of unconsidered trifles’’ if she would 
best serve her public. She must kuow a 
little of everything and everything of 
some one thing, if shé would increase 
or even maintain her efficiency. But 
above all things she must be a standing 
invitation to the library’s hospitaiity. 
She must realize that no amount of 
knowledge will make up for an indiffer- 
ent spirit and no amount of training 
for the least discourtesy of manner, how- 
ever trying the circumstances. Her 
principal object must be to first win, 
then accommodate and lastly keep her 
patrons, alike the timid and the self- 
assured, the haughty and the meek, the 
ignorant and the learned, the poor and 
the rich, mechanics and laborers and 
scholars and those of assured social posi- 
tion. 

Tactfulness may step in where all 
other measures seem to fail, though it 
should not be confounded with policy, 
which to my mind is something on a 
lower plane. Tactfulness, the product 
or result of intuition, is not a form of 
insincerity, as is policy, rather may it be 
considered the highest outward expres- 
sion of self-control in an individual. 

Before I name another specifie quali- 
fication which should be required of the 
desk attendant, let me say that it were 
well for her if she possess negative 
qualities in abundance. By this I do 
not want to be understood to mean a 
mediocre or indifferent personality, 
rather a personality so broad and so 
strong that it is capable of keeping its 
strength of will and of purpose in prop- 
er abeyance. But too often does the 
comfort or safety of her position and 
value to the institution she serves lie 
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in the possession of these negative qual- 
ities. 
* * ” * fod 

I shall now pass on tw the group of 
qualifications which are so closely related 
that one rarely exists without the others 
—courtesy, dignity and a pleasant man- 
ner, the cheerfulness and the enthu- 
siasm expected of the desk attendant 
and exacted from her by the librarian. 
To be without these tends to greatly 
diminish her usefulness at the desk, her 
popularity with the public, for popular 
she must be with every one, though in 
varying degrees, according to the differ- 
ence in the natures with which she comes 
in contact. These are qualifications that 
may be cultivated by anyone of average 
intelligence, and proper and willing 
spirit. Those who cannot or do not 
succeed may be considered beyond the 
pale. 

* * . - - 

Shall we say next, need we say, that 
unlimited patience must clothe the desk 
attendant as with a garment of velvet 
and steel? Patience, which is not sub- 
servience, that will give when need be, 
yet which will be able to bear the 
greatest strain without showing a flaw 
or break upon its surface? 

al * * * * 

A sense of humor in woman, it is often 
said, is mainly conspicuous by its ab- 
sence. But I hold that that view is er- 
roneous, though it applies to many, of 
course. Humor is one of those gifts, 
like intuition or tact, which is rarely a 
hot-house plant. It must grow and de- 
velop naturally or not at all. A sense 
of humor which is kindly, a wit which 
is not caustic, will make many things 
seem trifling which might otherwise 
cloud the day’s outlook and paralyze the 
energies. Test your sense of humor 
sometimes and see if you can laugh at 
yourself as well as at others. Therein 
lies the proof of a true sense of humor. 

* * * os * 

The library schools can give technical 
training in methods, and experience, and 
ean aid greatly by cultivating many of 





the qualifications I have mentioned, 


which lie latent in so many of our neo- 
phytes, yet they cannot do all. Com- 
mon sense or ‘‘gumption,’’ which is real- 
ly common sense in a more or less active 
state, common sense applied in emer- 
gencies, is at the bottom of much of the 
success of those at the top. If the desk 
attendant but stopped to consider how 
much more so many of the people out- 
side the rail knew than did she, if she 
but cast back her mind to the time (so 
short a time ago, ‘after all) when she 
herself did not ‘‘know it all,’’ or think 
she did, if she but saw herself as others 
see her, and put herself in the other 
man’s place now and then, how often 
would she be deterred from officious, 
patronizing assistance. 
* * * a * 


A knowledge of books and a liking for 
reading, a catholic taste, with the desire 
and the ability to reflect to some ex- 
tent on what she reads will prove a sup- 
port and consolation to the desk attend- 
ant in times of discouragement and 
weariness. Her efficiency will gradually 
be increased and the treasures of her 
own mind will be a solace and a refuge 
for her in times of need; no longer will 
she be obliged to depend on outside 
things and happenings alone for dis- 
traction or contentment. For the spirit 
of contentment and peace comes from 
within, not from without. 

A sense of responsibility in the desk 
attendant, which develops the latent ex- 
ecutive ability,if it exists inever so slight 
a degree, is one of the most broadening 
of all influences, and one of the surest 
indications of the maturity of an indi- 
vidual. When aroused it usually re- 
sults in promoting in the one possessing 
it a greater degree of consideration for 
others and a greater degree of care in 
her own every action. 

a: * * * * 

A neat, clean and pleasing personal 
appearance is, of course, essential to any 
attendant who serves the public, and 
though not so necessary from a purely 
practical point of view in the cataloger 


or other hidden delver, yet would be of — 
material advantage even to her. A busi. — 
ness sense of punctuality and accuracy — 
and a realization of the importance of — 
so-called small things will do much to 
make the desk attendant not only 

lar with her public but popular with 
and useful to her librarian. 

Nothing should be considered tas 
trifling to be given care and thought. 4 
small inaccuracy here leads not only tg 
serious consequence there, is apt not 
only to lessen the confidence of the ]j. 
brarian in his assistant, but lead the 
assistant herself into careless and sloy- 
enly habits. , here are no small things, 


To sum up, “i tlle that go 
to produce the ideal loan-desk attend. 
ant, would be, according to my reckon- 


ing: 

The tactful subordination of her too 
positive qualities 

Maturity 

Intuition and tact 

Good health and strength and ability 
for hard work 

Courtesy, cheerfulness, good temper 
and self-control 

Enthusiasm and hopefulness 

Unlimited patience 

Knowledge of books and a liking for 
reading 

Sense of humor 

Common sense, 
sourcefulness 

Accuracy, punctuality and a good 
memory 

Pleasing personality 

Industry and energy 

Sense of responsibility 

And the cheerful backing and earnest 
co-operation of her librarian. 

Finally I would thankfully express 
my belief that as cataloger it is not 
necessary for me to possess all of these 
qualifications—which is perhaps the | 
reason I am still a cataloger. 


gumption and re 





‘Tn science, read the newest work; 
in literature, the oldest.’’ 
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Relation of the Parent and Librarian 
to Children’s Reading. 


*By Ruth Gordon Gatch, Children’s Li- 
brarian, Des Moines Public Library. 


I come begging this afternoon for the 
most valuable thing you possess—some 
of your time—not just these few min- 
utes that I am taking now, but time out 
of every day of your busy year. 

And if you grant this I would have 
you read some at least of the books your 

boys and girls are ing. Some of 
you do, no doubt, but probably many of 

are reading the late fiction, the 
magazines, studying for your art class, 
your Civic League club, or almost any- 
thing and everything in fact, except the 
books that are interesting your children. 

You know your boy is reading Al- 
ger’s stories. Are you reading two or 
three, or even one? You know he is fill- 
ing himself with Henty’s endless string 
of stories. Have you read a few of 
them, too, that you may know with what 
material he is feeding his mind? 

You see I am only speaking of the 
mediocre books and not the bad or 
trashy books we exclude entirely from 
our shelves. 

But it is the mediocre book that is 
doing the mischief, for you feel your 
boy or girl is free from any real harm 
with Henty, Otis, Anna Fellows John- 
son, the Elsie Dinsmores, etc. 

And so you allow yourselves to feel 
at ease on the subject of their reading. 
I am not pessimist enough myself to 
feel that these strong, wholesome boys 
and girls who come to the children’s 
room week in, week out, and who are 
such a pleasure to know, are going to 
ruin because they read a few of Henty’s 
Alger’s, Little Colonel stories, ete. But 
if their parents allow them to feed con- 
tinually on such material, they will 
form very poor literary standards, and 
cannot fail to weaken their powers of 
appreciation for the books which should 
be a part of every child’s life. 





Do you know what a book is to a 
child who loves to read? A real thing! 
And the people between its covers are 
his real friends! It does not mean an 
author, it does not mean the work that 
has been put on it, it does not mean the 
style; it means life and friends. And 
would you rather your child would have 
cheap, commonplace friends, rather 
than such friends as ‘‘Tom Brown,’’ 
‘*Hans Brinker,’’ ‘‘Lorna Doone,”’ ‘‘ Da- 
vid Copperfield,’’ Eleanor in Mrs. Ew- 
ing’s ‘‘Six to Sixteen,’’ dear little Hei- 
di, ete.?- There are many harmful ef- 
fects these commonplace friends will 
have on your child, and I want to speak 
of one or two. 

One mother said to me the other day, 
‘Can you give me some book which will 
increase my boy’s vocabulary. His 
teacher complains that when he recites 
he cannot find words to express his 
thoughts.’’ We thought of some dif- 
ferent ways, but no one book, of course, 
which would solve the difficulty, and we 
came to the conclusion that one (not the 
whole) reason for his trouble lay in the 
fact that he, being a great reader of the 
ordinary boys’ book, was sinking his 
powers of expression to its standards. 
And if you will take the trouble to 
read several of these stories you will 
find how few words, ideas and ideals 
above the boy’s own knowledge are 
used. 

How can it be otherwise when so few 
writers for children have any beauty of 
thought or knowledge of fine phraseol- 
ogy to give. Now this mother decided 
that one of the good ways to help her 
son to a better choice of words and 
phrases would be to insist that he read 
one book of real merit to one or two he 
might select for himself from the shelves 
and to me it seemed a very good deci- 
sion. We librarians cannot say, ‘‘ You 
cannot take that; you must take this.’’ 
We can simply suggest—but parents 
can insist that the child stop this in- 
cessant reading of poor books and help 


*Paper given before the Des Moines Union of Mothers’ Clubs. 
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him form a taste for better things by 


sandwiching some of the best in also. 

And we can help you by having on 
the library shelves of the children’s 
room the books you wish your children 
to read. We have to have many kinds 
of books to meet many kinds of demands, 
for we cannot give to a boy who has 
never read anything but Nick Carter, 
for instance, and who comes to the li- 
brary for the first time to find some- 
thing interesting to read, ‘‘Ivanhoe’’ or 
even ‘‘Oliver Twist,’’ as fuli of excite- 
ment as it is; he simply would not know 
what the words even mean, not to men- 
tion the wonderful word picttires. And 
so your boy or girl is constantly having 
some of these commonplace books fac- 
ing him from our shelves, and as they 
are easy to get and very easy and pleas- 
ant to read, there is no question but that 
they will be chosen by almost any boy 
if left to his own sweet will. 


But the boy’s reading is not such a 
problem, it seems to me, as that of your 


girls. ‘For the boy’s reading is of an 
active nature, and while they are lower- 
ing their mental standards by its over- 
doing, still it does not affect their every- 
day life as does this constant demand 
of girls for stories about girls. Girls in 
boarding schools, girls who take the 
place in the family which in real life 
is considered the privilege of the moth- 
er, girls who decide such difficult prob- 
lems when they should be leading a 
natural girlish life. In other words, 
boys’ books take them out of them- 
selves; girls’ books lead them into them- 
selves; and action is much better for a 
growing girl than introspection, don’t 
you think? It doesn’t pay to think too 
much about being so good and doing such 
grand and noble acts, especially when 
the grand and noble acts are not so 
very grand and noble after all. The 
whole standard of ideals in the majority 
of the ‘‘books for girls’’ is out of per- 
spective to real life. I wish more girls 
would read some good boys’ books once 
in a while. 


176 


As I mentioned before, the librarian wid 
= 


power to interest is very limited; 

can suggest, she can make bulletins 
alluring titles and pictures and with lata 
of books on these bulletin subjects; ; but 
if the books do not prove exciting en nough 
to the child he will soon come to — 
her idea of an interesting book. § 
can have a story hour for the yo 
children and a elub for a few of 
older boys and girls whom she is 
anxious to encourage, she can order fon 
er copies of the mediocre books and dy — 
plicate freely the good, so that your 
child will more often find the good from 
which to select; but with these ways and 
means she is about at the end of her 
resources. 


If she had time to stop when a child 
asks for her help in the selection of a 
book, tell him something of the plot, or 
even read a few pages here and there, 
she might make that child love the book, 
as she does, and has from childhood; 
but with a hundred to a hundred ang 
fifty children to be attended to in a day 
and usually crowded into the space of 
two or three hours, it can be 
seen that it will only be the few who 
come during the quieter hours who can 
have any real personal attention from 
her. 


But how limitless is your power as 
parents to interest, if you, yourselves, 
know and love the dear old stories. If 
‘*Idylls of the King’’ has been one of 
your treasured mental possessions, and 
you can read parts so full of charm, 
aloud to your boys or girls who are just 
reaching the age when they love ro- 
mance, don’t you think it will become 
one of their treasures also? And I be 
lieve almost any child would enjoy 
Ouida’s Nurenburg stories quite as well 
as Alger’s ‘‘Ragged Dicks’’ if he were 
properly introduced. But you cannot 
introduce a book as your friend without 
having made this possible by reading 
and knowing—and so having made that 
book your friend. 
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In closing I wish to quote a para- 

ph or two from a little pamphlet I 
found the other day. 

‘‘An important step in the formation 
of the child’s taste is taken when he 
finds out the meaning of the printed 
word and wanders away from his school 
reader to test for himself his newly ac- 
uired powers. This is the point at 
which the child particularly needs help. 
Doubtless some latitude should be al- 
lowed him in the selection of his reading 
matter. If he himself chooses one from a 
half dozen books, all of which are equal- 
ly good, the chances are that he will 
better enjoy the reading of it and will 
get more benefit from it than if it were 
presented to him alone as something to 
be read because it would do him good. 
Do not make his reading a duty, but 
let it be a privilege and a pleasure. He 
may prefer ‘‘ Robinson Crusoe’’ to ‘‘Pil- 
grim’s Progress,’’ and, if he does, he 
should be allowed to read it. But be- 


ware how widely his choice is permitted 


to extend. Fruits are good for chil- 
dren; but there are unripe fruits and 
there are overripe fruits, which are not 
good. The average parent is quite care- 
ful as to what his children put into their 
stomachs, but is apt to be careless as to 
their mental fare. 


Let every child have his little book- 
ease in the nursery—or, better, yet, a 
shelf in the library which he may call 
his own. Let him be encouraged to read 
good books and to care for them. He 
will then come to feel the friendship with 
them which is the greatest joy of the lit- 
erary life. A good book presented to a 
child on each succeeding birthday—a 
book chosen wisely with respect to the 
child’s tastes and abilities, but of sterl- 
ing worth—will soon put him in posses- 
sion of a library which will be a lasting 
source of strength and satisfaction. It 
is a mistake to think that the child must 
be continually supplied with fresh read- 
ing matter—that a book once read is 
finished. Indeed, the strong intellects 
of the last century are those which have 


been nourished in childhood upon a few 
good books—read and re-read until the 
thought and style became a part of the 
reader’s permanent possession.’’ 





A Trustee’s View of the Book-buying 
Problem. . 


By Mrs. C. H. Ballheim, Cedar Rapids, 
Ia. In the ‘‘Library Corner’’ of the 
Cedar Rapids Gazette. 


A word to our patrons from a mem- 
ber of the Book committee : 

Is the public ‘‘at home’’ to the. library 
board? May we talk to you a few min- 
utes? 

Being servants of the people, and not 
in any sense bosses or dictators, desir- 
ous of doing for you that which ‘you 
would do if you were in our place, we 
wish to ask your advice. Some of our 
problems are pretty difficult, and the 
answer isn’t given ‘‘in the back of the 
book.”’ 

One most troublesome problem is the 
demand for new fiction. , We are all 
like children in our love for stories, only 
the child is satisfied with reading the 
same dear old ones over and over, while 
grown ups clamor for something new, 
and to complicate the question, each one 
wants a different sort of tale. 

They say a regent novel is advertised 

as ‘‘The Book of 2 Thousand Thrills.’’ 
T do not know what particular story it 
is, but there are several that answer to 
that description, and books always find 
readers. 

How many copies of this popular book 
would you buy? Perhaps twenty copies 
would circulate steadily for six months, 
and then they would stand as lumber on 
the shelves, begging for readers, per- 
haps never asked for again. But the 
thrilling writer keeps pace with the 
thrilled reader, and the eagerly renewed 
clamor would have to be faced again; 
and again we should have to decide be- 
tween books that are wanted, and books 
that are needed, for there are always 
books needed especially in the children’s 
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room. Doesn’t it seem as if our wants 
should be subordinated to the little 
children’s needs? 

Here is another consideration. The 
title, the name of the author, of the 
publisher, the book reviews, all these 
things together do not insure that the 
book is what the reader wants. Fre- 
quently, the one who ordered the book 
is disappointed. None of us want tke 
taxpayers’ money paid out for utter 
trash. , 

To meet the overwhelming demand for 
the latest book, and at the same time, 
save the public money, most libraries 
have the rent collection, which is a side 
issue entirely. There are books, in 
many cases, extra copies of those on 
regular library shelves, which readers 
who do not wish to wait in their turn 
for the regular copies, may take and 
read for two cents a day. This rental 
pays for the books. None of the tax 
money is ever used for this purpose. 

But perhaps it seems to some that all 
books in the library should be free. Re- 
member, however, that these books could 
be bought in no other way. It is a ques- 
tion of getting them in this way, or doing 
without them. Suppose ten people were 
to agree that each should pay a dime to- 
ward buying a dollar book, which, after 
each one had read it, should be given to 
the. library. That is what it really 
amounts to. The people who read the 
books pay for them, and after a time the 
books are placed on the shelf, and any 
one may read them. If they prove worth 
while, the general reader can afford to 
wait, and let some one else do the exper- 
imenting. If not worth while, the time 
of the general reader and the money of 
the taxpayer have been saved. 

A Member of the Committee. 





**Books like friends, should be few 
and well chosen.’’ 


Etta Call Ferguson. 


In the passing away of Mrs. W. K & 
Ferguson of Algona on December 26th, — 
death has again claimed a noble Iowg ~ 
woman, who has been identified with the © 
library interests of the state and hag — 
given of her ability and enthusiasm for — 
those things which were for the uplift 
of her community and her state. Mrs 
Ferguson was President of the Library — 
Board of Algona and a member of the 
Library Committee of the Iowa Federa. — 
tion of Women’s Clubs at the time of 
her death. Her work for the Algona 
library has been quiet, but resultful 
and the beautiful new library building 
and the prosperous condition of the 
library are testimonials to her helpful 
service to this institution which she con- 


sidered one of the great educational in- 


fluences of our time. The librarian of 
Algona writes: ‘‘ Algona seems resting 


under a shadow, because we no longer 
have the sunshine of her presence; she 
was interested in many different lines of 
work and was so helpful in them all, 
that her going leaves many places 


empty and we wonder how they are to 
be filled, and we feel that we never fully 
realized her helpfulness. The library 
has lost one of its best friends and the 
Library Board its executive. The 
church, the Sunday school, the different 
societies have all sustained a great loss 
and her friends are bereaved indeed.” 
The memory of such a life is indeed a 
blessing to all who have been touched 
by its influence. From the ‘Upper Des 
Moines Republican,’’ of Algona, the fol- 
lowing extract is taken: 

‘*Etta Call, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Ambrose Call, was born in Algona, Jan- 
uary 21, 1866. She grew to womanhood 
in Algona, attended the Algona public 
schools and at the end of a four years’ 
course graduated from St. Mary’s at 
Notre Dame, Indiana, in 1885. She 
took honors in French and her graduat- 
ing thesis was in that language. She 
was awarded medals in history, litera- 
ture and mathematics. She secured ree- 
ognition in her girlhood as she did later 
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as highly intellectual, and hers was a 
proad and generous culture. She was 
married June 21, 1888, to Wm. Kirby 
Ferguson who, with her son, Arthur, 
survives her. 
_ Whatever her hands found to do she 
did well and with cheerful soul. She was 
ed of great personal attractive- 
pess as well as great heart and was a 
favorite with many. It had fallen to 
her lot to preside over a beautiful home, 
and she did it with grace, as one to 
whom a trust had been committed. There 
are those, perhaps, who live their 
lives and pass away, having responded 
to no call of human need. They are 
soon forgotten. But not so with this 
true and noble spirit. The sense of 
calamity in her going will not lessen 
as the days go by.”’ 





Iowa Library Statistics. 


The Iowa Official Register is now a 
biennial publication, instead of annual, 
as heretofore. For this reason statistic 
blanks will not be sent to the libraries, 
this January, by Capt. Johnston, as the 
‘Official Register’’ will not be published 
in 1908, in which these statistics would 
be included. 

The Commission’s blanks for annual 
reports are sent as usual, under the re- 
quirements of the state law and it is 
hoped the libraries will respond by 
prompt return of the report. 

The United States Bureau of Educa- 
tion will compile a new report on li- 
‘braries in the United States in 1908, 
and blanks will be sent to each library 
for this purpose. . It is hoped Iowa may 
make a good showing and all libraries 
are urged to respond fully and promptly 
when this blank is received. 





Library School Students. 


Iowa has representatives in two of the 
regular library schools this year. In 
tLe New York State Library school are 
Miss Agnes J. Field of Humboldt and 
Miss Joanna G. Strange of Sioux City. 
In the Wisconsin Library School are: 
Miss Helen Harwood of Cedar Rapids, 


Miss Vera Seig of Marshalltown and 
Miss Gladys M. Tallett of Marshalltown. 





Ethnology Reports. 

A valuable set of the annual reports 
of the United States Bureau of Eth- 
nology is offered for sale by Mr. F. W. 
Bicknell, who may be addressed tempo- 
rarily at Humboldt, Iowa. This 
set is complete from the first annual 
report in 1879 to the present; there are 
25 reports, some of them comprising 
two volumes. Many of these volumes 
are now out of print and exceedingly 
difficult to obtain. 





Books in Special Library Binding. 


The following books can now be had 
in editions specially bound for library 
use, at an extra cost not exceeding 10c 
a volume. They may be ordered either 
direct from the publisher, or, through 
regular agents. Care should be taken 
in giving orders to specify the library 
edition. 

Bass.—Stories of pioneer life. Heath. 

Burgess—Goops and how to be them. 
Stokes. 

Deming—Little red people. Stokes. 

Norton—Heart of Oak ks, 1, 2, and 3. 
Heath. 

Only true Mother Goose. Lothrop. 

Peary—Children of the Arctic. Stokes. 

Poulsson—Runaway donkey. Lothrop. 

Poulsson—Through the farmyard gate. 
Lothrop. 

Snedden—Docas, the Indian boy. Heath. 

Ward—Our little Japanese cousin. Page. 

A. L, A. Committee on Bookbinding. 


A Magazine for Children. 


Librarians are under obligation to ex- 
amine any magazine for children that 
seems to offer wholesome entertainment 
for the boys and girl, with contributions 
that have literary merit. For this reason 
attention is called to the ‘‘Children’s 
Magazine,’’ of which Frances Hodgson 
Burnett is now editor and proprietor. 
The price of the magazine is $1.00 per 
year, bringing it within the reach of all 
libraries. Send for a sample copy. Ad- 
dress Children’s Magazine, 116 East 
28th St., New York City. 
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p Library News of the State. 





Ames — An additional gift of $6,000 
has been secured from Mr. Carnegie for 
an addition to the Ames library building, 
the growth of the collection of books, 
and the increase in patronage making 
more room necessary. It is likely that 
the extension of the building will be 
from the rear, providing a new stack 
or book room and additional furniture 
will also be provided by this gift. 

Atlantic. — The Library Board of the 
public library secured Miss Edna Lyman 
of Chicago to talk on the value of story 
telling for children as their contribution 
to the program of the district meeting of 
the Iowa Federation of Woman’s Clubs 
held at Atlantic in November. This gave 
the visiting delegates to the meeting as 
well as the townspeople the opportunity 
to hear a discussion of this important 
subject. 

Boone. —Senator C. J. A. Ericson, 
president of the Ericson Library Board, 
has procured for the library an auto- 
graph letter written by Capt. John Eric- 
son, inventor and builder of the ‘‘ Moni- 
tor’’ which engaged in victorious battle 
with the Merrimac at Hampton Roads at 
the outbreak of the Civil War. 

Cedar Falls. — State Normal School. 
Miss Ellen D. Biscoe has been elected 
librarian to succeed Miss Baker who has 
gone to the Pacific coast for rest. Miss 
Biscoe is a graduate of the New York 
State Library School and comes to her 
new position from Philadelphia where 
she has been an instructor in the Drexel 
Institute Library School. 


Cedar Rapids. — On the evening of 
November 8th about three hundred of 
Cedar Rapids’ Bohemian citizens gath- 
ered at the public library to celebrate 
the action of the Library board in add- 
ing a number of books in the Bohemian 
language to the regular library collec- 
tion, and also to commemorate the 
close of the Thirty Years’ war which 
resulted in the downfall of the Bo- 


180 


hemian nation. A program of several © 
musical numbers was given and me 
dresses made by Prof. B. Shi 
of the State university, Miss Harriet” F 
A. Wood, librarian, and an imprompty ~ 
talk by Dr. E. R. Burkhalter. Mr, | 
F. F. Dawley, President of the Li ~ 
brary Board, presided. 5 

Charles City. — The ~ library cele. 5 
brated the third anniversary ‘of the 
opening of the Carnegie build 
Nov. 25th by an _ exhibit of 
Travelling collection of « Masterpicaatil 
in Art,’’ loaned by the Iowa Ti. 
brary Commission. The members of the 
Library Board were present to receive. 
the visitors and much interest was mani- 
fested in the collection. 

Clinton. —The public library at 
Clinton has recently held two very 
successful picture exhibits. During 
October there was an _ exhibit by 
Moulton & Rickitts of Chicago, con- 
sisting of 32 oil paintings, the werk 
of celebrated artists. In Novem- 
ber Johnson & Co., of New York City 
exhibited 110 valuable paintings by art- 
ists of note. Mr. George B. Phelps, See- 
retary of the Library Board, reports 
that the circulation of books has been 
about 1,000 a month more than last 
year. 

Council Bluffs. — Miss Erma Moore 
who has been the cataloger in the Coun- 
cil Bluffs library for the past tw. vears 
has resigned her position. Miss Stella 
Gibbs, who was elected to a position in 
the summer, attended the Summer Li- 
brary School of 1907. 

Des Moines.— The children’s room 
in the public library was _ opened 
in October, by a _ general  recep- 
tion to the children of the city. 
The room which is located on the ground 
floor has been fitted up under the care- 
ful supervision of Miss Gatch, the chil- 
dren’s librarian. Handsome furniture 
has been provided especially suited to 
the comfort and requirements of the 
children. Mr. Olmstead, one of the li- 
brary trustees, presented the King Ar 
thur picture in color by Mrs. Lucy Fiteh 
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Perkins. 


Miss Gatch has been granted 
leave of absence for a trip to California 
and Miss Alice Goddard, a trained chil- 
dren’s librarian is supplying her place. 
Dubuque. — Miss Arnold, librarian of 
the Carnegie-Stout Library, has issued 
a letter to the principals and teachers of 
the schools in Dubuque setting forth her 
for co-operation with them and 
the many aids provided by the library 
for their use and that of their pupils. 
Eldora. —Miss Clara Estabrook, whose 
long service as librarian of the public 


library has given her a wide acquaint- 


ance in the state association, has been 
sueceeded by Miss Elva Greef, who had 
previously served as assistant in the 
library. 

Fort Madison. —The trustees of the 
Cattermole Memorial library installed a 
hot water heating plant in the building 
during the summer, which will add ma- 
terially to the comfort of the patrons. 

Miss Florence M. Espy who has been 
eataloging the library the past year, has 
accepted a position as cataloger in the 
Library of Notre Dame University, and 
began her work there in September. 

Miss Rebecca Hesser has resigned as 
librarian at Ft. Madison, and Miss Alice 
B. Clapp was elected her successor. Miss 
Clapp has been on the staff of the Bur- 
lington Public library and attended the 
Iowa Summer Library School in 1905. 

Galva. —A library association was or- 
ganized at Galva in the spring and dur- 
ing July the first installment of about 
500 volumes were prepared for circula- 
tion by Miss Forrest, the temporary or- 
ganizer for the Library Commission. 
Miss Ida Ackert is the librarian and it is 
the hope of those who have been instru- 
mental in making this library beginning 
in Galva, that eventually a tax may be 
voted by the town for its support. 

Garner. —A Library association has 
been in existence in Garner for 
many years, owing to the earnest 
efforts of some of the women who 
were early settlers of the town and 
a collection of about 1,500 books is 
now accessible for a small fee. The 
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secretary of the Library Commission was 
invited by the club to address a public 
meeting Nov. 21st on the benefits of a 
free public library and it is hoped that 
the citizens will vote a tax for main- 
tenance in order that the library may 
be made free. 

Grinnell. —- A collection of children’s 
books suitable for Christmas gifts was on 
display in the public library the last of 
November and the first week in Decem- 
ber. The exhibit was arranged by Miss 
Wheelock, the librarian, as an aid in the 
selection of books for the holiday season. 
The prices were marked in the backs of 
the books and arrangements were made 
with local book dealers, whereby the 
books could be ordered through them. 

The results were most gratifying, one 
of the dealers reporting that he had 
never sold so many books before at the 
holiday season and that great satisfac- 
tion had been manifested on the part 
of his patrons over the selection of 
books. 

Iowa City.—Miss Lorena N. Webber. 
librarian of the public library, resigned 
her position December Ist and is suc- 
ceeded by Miss Helen McRath, formerly 
first assistant. Miss Bessie Stover has 
been elected first assistant. Miss Webber, 
during her stay in Iowa City, developed 
many lines of work in a most efficient 
manner, the attractive and popular 
children’s room being one of the most 
useful. 

Iowa City.—State University. The 
University library has been moved 
from the crowded and inconvenient 
quarters on the top floor of the Liberal 
Arts Building to the rooms especially 
arranged for its accommodation on the 
main floor of the New Science building. 
The commodious reading room provides 
the much needed space for the use of 
the students and is in constant use. The 
Historical Society library is now oceu- 
pying the reading room vacated by the 
University library. 

The University has received a bequest 
of 3,000 vlumes from the late Mrs. Ran- 
ney, of Iowa City, as a memorial to her 





husband, Dr. M. W. Ranney, who was at 
one time a lecturer in the medical col- 
lege of the university. The most strik- 
ing work in the collection is the set of 
Sloane’s ‘‘Napoleon,’’ specially bound 
and extra illustrated and which was 
awarded a gold medal at the binding 
exhibit at the St. Louis Exposition. The 
collection also contains a set of Steven’s 
‘*Facsimiles of manuscript in European 
archives relating to America,’’ and a 
rare edition of Shakespeare, bound in 
autumn leaf binding. The greater part 
of it, however, is made up of sets of 
standard English and American authors 
and translations of classical and modern 
European authors, all in handsome and 
expensive bindings which were for the 
most part specially done for this li- 
brary. Many of the volumes are first 
editions, among them the first English 
edition of ‘‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin,’’ with 
the Cruikshank illustrations. Mrs. Ran- 
ney also left the university property 
valued at $75,000, and the interest on 
a part of this will be used to add to her 
library. 

Iowa Falls. — Miss Mann, the organ- 
izer for the Commission, spent two weeks 
in November in the Iowa Falls library 
assisting Mrs. Anders, the librarian, 
with the card catalog. 


Jefferson.—The librarian, Mrs. Head, 
of the public library, is compiling a 
magazine and newspaper clipping col- 
lection for ready reference on such ma- 
terial as has not yet been issued in book 
form. Newspaper and magazine arti- 
eles relating especially to biographical 
matter is being classified and are ar- 
ranged in envelope files. 


Marengo. — The public library of Ma- 
rengo secured the services of the or- 
ganizer of the Library Commission dur- 
ing the summer to prepare a card cata- 
log, the librarian, Miss Hamilton, also 
giving as much time as possible to the 
work. The Library of Congress cards 
were used for over 500 titles and type- 
written cards made for the remainder. 
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Marshalltown. —The public he 
of Marshalltown has established typ 
branch stations ; one in a schoolhouse and. 
one in the packing house. The lib 
Mrs. Haviland, reports that this neal 
‘departure is meeting with great succegg, 
Branch libraries of 10 to 15 volume 
have also been placed in the fire stati 
as it was found that the men at the stg. 
tions had no free time in which 
could visit the library, but have oppor 
tunity to read if books are provided aim 
the stations. The books for these colle. 
tions were drawn from the duplicate 
accruing from the rental collection, ang 
other books from the general collection, 
The activities along these and other ling 
has resulted in a large number of new 
readers. , 

Mount Pleasant. —I. W. Uni 
The executive Board has decided tp 
considerably increase the purchase of 
books for the University library and 
there will probably be about 2,000 vol. 
umes added this year. 

Onawa. — Through the interest and 
generosity of Judge Addison Oliver, 
Onawa received a gift of a library 
building some years ago, the Congrega- 
tional church being purchased and sue. 
cessfully remodeled for the use of the 
library. The continued growth of the 
library and the offer of Judge Oliver to 
provide an endowment of $10,000 has led 
to a request to Mr. Carnegie for $10,000 
for a new building. Mr. Carnegie has 
signified his willingness to make this gift. 
With a $10,000 building, books and fur. 
nishings to the value of $8,000 and a 
permanent endowment fund, the income 
to be used for the purchase of books, 
Onawa’s library interests will be placed 
on an exceptionally sound basis. 

The school of manual training and 
domestic science, donated by Judge Oli- 
ver and recently completed is meeting 
with most gratifying success. 

Pella. — The Carnegie-Viersen Li- 
brary building was dedicated December 
18th, with appropriate exercises, ad- 
dresses being given by President L. A. 
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Garrison of Central College and Su- 


perintendent Frush of the Pella pub- 


lie schools. Mr. R. R. Beard, Presi- 
dent of the Library Board, pre- 
sented the new building to the town. One 
ef the citizens of Pella, Miss S. Viersen, 
most generously donated a well located 
lot, facing on the public square, when 
the offer was made by Mr. Carnegie of 
$10,000.00 for a building, and also gave 
$6,000.00 for the purchase of books. This 
gives the Pella library an unusually 
good collection of books for a town of 
its size. A beginning was made in a 
small way a few years ago by a Library 
Club under the direction of Miss Sara 
Nollen, and out of this modest begin- 
ning has grown the present flourishing 
library with a beautiful and permanent 
building. The large purchase of books 
made it necessary for the organizer of 
the Library Commission to spend two 
weeks in preparing them for circulation, 
with the aid of the librarian, Miss Caro- 
lyn Van Vliet. A card catalog will be 
made later. 


Sioux City. —Miss Elizabeth Robin- 
son, formerly children’s librarian in the 
Lincoln (Neb.) public library, has ac- 
cepted a position as children’s librarian 
in the Sioux City library. . 


Vinton. —Mrs. Minnie B. Adams re- 
signed her position as librarian, last 
summer, to devote her entire time to lit- 
erary work, having been very successful 
in writing short stories for magazines. 
Miss Nina Shaffer, of Iowa City, a grad- 
uate of the Illinois Library School, was 
secured by the library board as librarian. 


Waterioo. —Miss Flora S. Cutler, who 
has been assistant in the Waterloo li- 
brary for several years and especially in- 
terested in the work with the children, 
has been appointed an assistant in the 
Chatham Square Branch of the Public 
Library of New York City, and will have 
the opportunity for work and study un- 
der the supervision of Miss Annie Car- 
rol Moore, Head of the Work with Chil- 
dren, in the New York library. 
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From ‘‘The Library column,’’ Water- 
loo Evening Reporter. 

‘“‘The play ‘‘Leah Kleschna,’’ the 
burglar’s daughter, which is soon to be 
presented in our city by Mrs. Fiske, is a 
play which is universally recognized as 
a thrilling drama of intense power and 
strong heart interest ; it is also a remark- 
able study in criminology, better than 
any book on the subject or any sermon 
on the transformation of the so-called 
delinquent members of society. The li- 
brary as a public institution is anxious 
to co-operate with every effort in the 
community for truer living. In antici- 
pation of the presentation of ‘‘Leah 
Kleschna’’ such inquiries began to come 
in as ‘‘What .sort of a play is this?’’ 
Have you ‘‘Leah Kleschna’’ in the li- 
brary? We were somewhat chagrined 
since the publishers announce that the 
play is not in print. In view of Mrs. 
Fiske’s high standards for her art and 
her untiring effort to make the stage not 
only entertaining to the theatre public 
but an education and an uplift as well, 
at. the suggestion of one of the loyal 
members of the library board a letter 
was written to Mrs. Fiske asking if she 
could send to the library a synopsis of 
the play, accurate criticisms or direct 
us where a copy of the text might be ob- 
tained. In response a cordial and ap- 
preciative personal letter was received 
and may be seen by all who are inter- 
ested as it will appear upon the bulletin 
boards of the library, first in Division 
A, then in Division B. In accordance 
with Mrs. Fiske’s directions very sug- 
gestive typewritten criticisms of the play 
have been forwarded to the library by 
her advance agent. A copy of these crit- 
icisms may be seen on the bulletin 
boards. ’’ 





“If anybody would make me the 
greatest king that ever lived, with 
palaces and gardens, and fine dinners, 
and wine, and coaches, and beautiful 
clothes, and hundreds of servants, on 
condition that I would not read books, 
I would not be a king.”— Macaulay. 


















































The Traveling Library. | 





A list of books and magazine articles 
on the subject, ‘‘Resolved that the lim- 
ited disarmament of the leading powers 
would promote the civilization of the 
world,’’ assigned for debate by the State 
High School Debating League, was pre- 
pared by the librarian of the Traveling 
Library for use of the debating teams. 

The list was compiled not only to set 
forth the material available in the Trav- 
eling Library, but also to suggest what 
might be contained in the local libraries, 
or what would be desirable for purchase. 

Many requests have been received and 
books sent to places where no other ma- 
terial was available or to supplement the 
contents of the local library. The ex- 
pressions of appreciation for the help re- 


ceived have been most gratifying. 
* * * cad * 


The traveling picture collection, ‘‘ Mas- 
terpieces of Art,’’ was on exhibition at 
Sanborn during the District meeting, I. 
F. W. C., in November. Special use 
was also made of it by the Superintend- 
ent of Schools in connection with the 
Traveling Library of art books which ac- 
companies the pictures when desired. 

At Charles City the librarian, Miss 
Carr, reports that the pictures attracted 
a great many people to the library dur- 
ing the exhibit there. The school chil- 
dren came by grades during the after- 
noon. Interest was manifested by many 
people and it was the means of bringing 
a good many strangers to the library. 
some of whom remarked that they had 
not visited the library since the opening. 

This exhibit has been recently used at 
the Des Moines College by the members 
of the Art Club and also at Nevada in 
the public library. 

* * * * * 

Plans have been consummated for co- 
operation of the Traveling Library with 
the Agricultural Extension department 
of the State College at Ames, whereby 
the collection of books on agricultural 
subjects will be loaned in connection with 
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the work with the Farmers’ Clubs, out. 
lines of study being provided by the Ex. — 
tension department. In this way it ig 
anticipated that increased use will be 
made of the splendid collection of books 
in the Traveling Library, which’ is being 
constantly augmented, on such subjects 
as animal husbandry, soils, crops, the 
‘dairy, ete. 

For exhibit purposes a Traveling Lj. 
brary of agricultural books, including 
those especially recommended by the Ex. 
tension department, is sent to the places 
where the Short Courses are given, s9 
that those in attendance may have the 
opportunity to examine the books and 
become acquainted with the Lib 
Commission’s plan for the loan of books, 
Data regarding present use of books in 
each community where Short Courses 
are held is supplied by the Commission 
to the Extension department with the 
blanks and printed matter for distribn- 
tion. 


The following titles are included in the 
Traveling Library for Short Course 
work: 


Bailey, L. H.—Prin ‘ples of Fruit Grow- 
ing. 
Bailey, L. H.—Pruning Book. 
Coburn, F. D.—Book of Alfalfa. 
Comstock, A, B.—How to Keep Bees. 
Craig, J. A.—Judging Live Stock. 
Creamery Patron’s Handbook. 
Davenport, E.—Principles of Breeding 
Edgerton, J. J. and others—Prictical 
Farming and Gardening. 
_ Elliott, C. G.—Engineering for Land 
Drainage. 
Elliott, S. M.—Household Hygiene. 
Farmer, F. M.—Boston Cooking-school 
Cook book. 
Farrington & Woll—tTesting Milk and 
its products. 
Fletcher, S. W.—Soils, 
Harris, Joseph—tTalks on Manure. 
Henry, W. A.—Feeds and Feeding. 
Holt, L. E.—Care and Feeding of Chil- 
dren. 
Hunt, T. F.—Cereals in America. 
Hunt, T. F.—How to Choose a Farm. 
Kellogg, A. M.—Home Furnishing. 
King, F. H.—Soils. 
McKay & Larson—Principles and Prac- 
tice of Butter-making. 
Manning, A. R.— First Principles of 
Nursing. 
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Morrow, G. E.—Soils and Crops of the 


Farm. 
Myrick, H., comp,—Book of Corn. 
Parloa, Maria—Home Economics. 
Powell, E. P.—Country Home. 

Powell, E. P.—Orchard and Fruit Gar- 


den. 
Roberts, I. P.—Fertility of the Land. 
Roberts, I. P.—-The Horse. 
Shamel, A. D.—Manual of Corn Judg- 


ing. 
Shaw, Thomas—Clovers and How To 
Grow Them. 
Shaw, Thomas—Study of Breeds, 
Smith, H. R.—Proltable Stock Feeding. 
Snyder, Harry—Soils and Fertilizers. 
Spillman, W. J.—Farm Grasses of the 
United States. 
Voorhees, E. B.—Forage Crops. 
Watson, G. C.—Farm Poultry. 
Waugh, F. A.—Landscape Gardening. 
Wilcox, E. V.—Farm Animals. 
Wing, J. E.—Sheep Farming in Amer- 


ica. 


A selection of many useful bulletins 
has been secured which are issued by 
the U. S. Dept. of Agriculture and 
yarious states. The list includes bulle- 
tins from the State Experiment stations 
of Iowa, Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, 
Michigan, Nebraska, New York, Ohio, 
South Dakota, Wisconsin and consists 
of about? 45 titles; these are also sent 
with the collection of books for the 
Short Course. 





Iowa History. 


It is presumed that all of the Iowa li- 
braries are supplied with Gue’s History 
of Iowa, since the generous offer of Gov. 
Gue’s daughters made some time ago to 
present a set to any public library in 
Iowa desiring one, upon payment of ex- 
press charges. Inquiries are occasionally 


received regarding the set for individual 


use, and hence the statement is author- 
ized that by application to Mr. Johnson 
Brigham, State Librarian, Des Moines, in 
whose charge the books have been left by 
the Gue family, a set may be obtained for 
$5.00; these formerly sold for $18.00. 





Book Exchange 





The following titles are offered at low 
prices, and where these are not specified 
they may be obtained by writing to the 
librarian of the institution making the 
offer : 


DRAKE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY, DES MOINES. 


(Miss Mary A. Carpenter, Librarian. ) 
The following bound magazines are for 


sale for cost of binding: 

Century, vol. 23. ' 

Cosmopolitan, vols. 11, 12, 13, 14, 16, 
17, 18, 19, 20, 

Forum, vols. 6, 13. 

Harper, vols. 93, 94. 

Scribner, vol. 25. ¥ 


PUBLIC LIBRARY STUART, IOWA. 


(Mrs: J. R. MeMullen, Librarian.) 

The following duplicates will be sold 
for a very low price: 

Bulwer’s works, 12 vols., cloth, 10x7% 
inches. 

Chautauqua Reading Circle books, cloth 
binding, about 25 vols. 


IOWA LIBRARY COMMISSION, DES MOINES. 


(Miss Alice S. Tyler, Secretary.) 

-The following complete volumes are 
now on hand in the periodical exchange 
and will be sent without cost, other than 


transportation : 

Arena, vols. 10, 18. 

Atlantic, vols. 19, 89, 91-95, 97-99. 

Chautauquan, vols, 10-16, 18, 20, 21, 24. 

Century (Scribner’s Monthly) old@ ser- 
ies, vols. 8, 9, 11, 13, 19, 20, 27, 29-42, 
45, 46, 49, 51, 55-60, 62. 

Cosmopolitan, vols. 16-34. 

Forum, vols. 5, 15, 18. 

Harper’s Monthly, vols. 47 49, 50, 57, 
60, 63-96, 99, 108, 113. 

McClure’s, vols. 10-26. 

Midland Monthly, vol. 1. 

Munsey, vols. 15, 17-35. 

North American Review, vols. 147-164, 
166, 168, 169, 175, 182. 

Outlook, vols. 64-83. 

Popular Science Monthly, vols. 1, 2, 19, 
45, 68, 69. 

Scribner’s Magazine, vols. 10, 18-26, 28- 
30, 33, 34, 36, 38. 

World’s Works, vols. 9, 10. 








The Commission’s Interest in 
Children’s Work. 


No feature of library development in 
the state seems of more vital importance 
than that of the work with the children 
and hence the Commission has encour- 
aged the public libraries to secure the 
services of Miss Lyman for her lectures 
on children’s reading and her story 
hours for the children. 

Since the Council Bluffs meeting Miss 
Lyman has visited a number of places 
in the state, her engagements having 
been as follows: 

Atlantic, District Club meeting. 

Algona, a series of lectures and story 
hours. 

Mason City, Eldora, Grinnell, Oska- 
loosa, Ames, Iowa Falls, Marshalltown. 

To supplement Miss Lyman’s work 
and provide the books for the children 
for which the desire has been stimulated 
by Miss Lyman, the Commission has 
made up a Traveling Library of care- 
fully chosen editions of children’s books 
selected by Miss Lyman. Books are also 
added for the use of parents, librarians 
and teachers on how to tell stories and 
what stories to tell and also on chil- 
dren’s reading in general. 


The following titles are included: 


Andersen, H. C.—Fairy tales; trans. by 
Lucas. 
Arabian Nights; ed. by Lang. 


Baldwin, James—Story of Siegfried. 
Old Greek stories. 
Old stories of the east. 


Beale, H. S. B.—Bible stories. 
Bradish, S. P.—Old Norse stories. 
Brown, A. F.—In the days of giants. 
Browne, Francis—Granny’s wonderful chair. 
Carroll, Lewis—Alice’s adventures in won- 
derland; ill. by Tenniel. 
Church, A. J.—Story of the Iliad. 
Story of the Odyssey. 
Cooke, F. J.—Nature myths and stories. 
Cragin, L. E.—Kindergarten Bible stories. 
Forbush, W. P.—Boy’s life of Christ. 
Greene, F. N.—Legends of King Arthur and 
his court. 
Grimm, J. L. K.—Household tales; trans. 
by Crane. 
Guerber, H. A.—Story of the chosen people. 


Hale, L. P.—Peterkin papers. 
Harris, J. C—Uncle Remus. 
Harrison, Elizabeth—In story land. 
Hawthorne, Nathaniel—Wonder book; i, 
by Crane. 
Hodges, George—When the king came. 
Jacobs, Joseph—English fairy tales. 
Celtic fairy tales. 
Kipling, Rudyard—Just so stories. 
Jungle book. 
Second jungle book. 
Kupfer, G. H.—Lives and stories worth re 
membering. 
Lang, Andrew—Blue fairy book. 
Lear, Edward—Nonsense book. 
Lindsay, Maud—Mother stories. 
Lucas, E. V.—Book of verses for childvan 
Mabie, Maw W.—Heroes every child should 


ow. 

Mother Goose; ed. by Wheeler. 

Potter, Beatrix—Tale of two bad mice, 

Tale of Peter Rabbit. 

Pyle, Howard—Story of King Arthur and 
his knights. 

Merry adventures of Robin Hood. 
Richards, L. E.—Golden windows. 
Scudder, H. E.—Children’s book. 

Fabels and folk stories. 

Book of legends. 

Stevenson, R. L.—Child’s garden of verse; 
ill. by Jessie Wilcox Smith. 
Stockton, F. R.—Fanciful tales. 
Wiggin, K. D., and Smith, N. A.—Golden 
numbers. . 
Posy ring. 
Story hour. 


Helpful Books for Adults in Preparing 
for the Story Hour. 


Bailey, C. S., and Lewis, C. M.—For the 

children’s hour. 

Burt, M. E.—Literary landmarks. 

Beard, Frederica—Kindergarten Sunday 
school. 

Du Bois, Patterson—Point of contact in~ 
teaching. 

Forbush, W. B.—Boy problem. 

Houghton, L. S.—Telling Bible stories. 

King, Irving—Psychology of child develop- 
ment. 

Palmer, F. U.—One year’s Sunday school 
lessons. 

Pittsburg (Carnegie) Library—Story tell- 
ing from Norse mythology and the 
Nibelungenlied. 

Stories for children. 
Reading circles for boys and girls. 

Slattery, Margaret—Talks with the training 


class. 
Waterloo, Stanley—Story of Ab. 





Where to Get Good Pictures. 


A valuable ‘‘List of Photograph Deal- 
ers’ compiled by Ethelred Abbot,. has 
been issued by the Massachusetts Library 
Club, and may be obtained of Miss 
Louisa M. Hooper, Public Library, 
Brookline, Mass., for 15¢. The growing 
use of pictures by libraries has led to a 
demand for good reproductions; and 
photographs are, for many reasons, bet- 
ter than the cheap prints. Addresses 
are given of dealers in good and inex- 
pensive prints, however, as well as pho- 
tographs, and the pamphlet applies an- 
other useful reference tool for the li- 


brarian. 





Missionary Reference Libraries. 

The systematic study of mission fields 
by the various church societies has been 
greatly stimulated by the preparation 


of outlines and reference lists and there 


is an increasing use of public libraries 
for such study. 


Librarians should, therefore, know of 
the unusually low price at which mis- 
sionary reference books may be obtained 
and attention is called especially to the 
books issued by the Young People’s Mis- 
sionary Movement, 156 Fifth Ave., New 
York, and also those issued for the Cen- 
tral Committee on the United study of 
Missions, by The Macmillan Co., 64 
Fifth Ave., New York. Send to the 
above addresses for circulars. 


Groups of books on special countries 
such as India, China, Africa or on sub- 
jects such as Immigration, The City, etc., 
are offered by the Young People’s Mis- 
sionary Movement at much less than the 
titles could be secured singly through 
the regular trade. , 





